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30 Years of Conservation through Birds

Hatching.....

n 10" October 1974 four bird enthusiasts, name-
Oh,-r Messer's G.RB. Karunaratne, S.UK. Ekaraing,

aW. Kotagamao and R. |, de Siiva gathered af the
Fife rood residence of Mr. R.I. de Silva to discuss how the
concep! of bird watching can be camed 10 bird enthu-
siasts among the general public, an areq which was pre-
viously limited to a niche group. This happened to be thea
maiden meeting of the Field Omithology Group, Cn that
day they also chose a logo for the orgonization in the
form of the Red-faced Malkoha, an enderhic species
mostly confined to the pristine rainforests of 56 Lanka,
Further, the main objectives of the society were sef out s
tollows:

* Bring together pecple who are interested in the study
and consenation of birds in S Lanka

* Generate interest omong laymen and students of nat-
ural history on the study and conservation of birds

* Institute, direct and cany out islond wide progromimes
of field study, on various aspects of bird biclogy

* Establish links with other groups in other parts of the
world with similar interest

It was further decided that FOG should be based in
the University of Colombo,. In October 1977 a request
was made to the Foculty of S5cience in this respect and
the Faculty of Sclence hos opproved FOG os a part of
ine Department of Zoology. In January 1978 the senate
of the University of Colombe formally cpproved this deci-
sion, FOGSL has maintained a healthy symbiosis with the
University of Colombo for the past 30 years where both
institutions have benefited immeansaly. To further strength-
en this bond FOGSL in year 2001 established two Gold
medals for distingulshed students in Omithology. the RB,
Karunarathna Memoial Gold Medal for Omithology and
the Field Omithology Group Gold Medal tar Ormithology.

The brood....

Mr G.PB. Komunaratne, a renowned naturalist was cho-
sen os first President of the Field Omithology Group of Si
Lanka [FOGSL). Mr 5.W. Kotagoma was aoppointed the
secratary’ Treasurer ond Messer's BB, Karunaratne,
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S.U.K. Ekaratng, SW. Kotogoma, R. |. de Sivo, G.L. de
Siva. LB. Ranasinghe and LH. Jayawickroma were
named the founder members of fthe group.
subsequently, Prof. George M. Dunnet of the Aberdeen
University, Scoflond, a well-known conservation biologist
was appointed the Scientific Advisor of the soclety.

In keeping with the main objective of bringing togeth-
er people from all walks of life who share g common
interest, that is conservation of birds, membership was
kept open, The only gualification one required to join was
an interest in irds, Encouraging o greater numiber of bird
lovers, FOGSL welcomed them with the lowest member-
ship fee for a society of this caliber, The membership fee
is kept at a nominal rate in principle even 1o this day, 1o
make it offordable 1o all, Voluntarism has been and will
confinue 1o be the main contributing factor 1o the suc-
cess of this society,

Piate 1: Late Mr. P.B. Karunaratna,
first president of the FOGSL
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The cument membership consists of bird enthusiasts
from different walks of life who volunteer thelr services
under the guidance of a committee, The commities
members, in tum, consist of a group of volurteers with
varied skills

On 19th October 1997 the first branch of FOGSL wos
established in Galle, S Lanka. In order to support Q wide-
ranging membership both hete and otvood FOGSL
entered cyber space in 2003 with the lounch of the
FOGSL e-group and wabsite [www.logshilanka.org)

Flam 2, FOG Kids; young naluralists leaming
from a foreign Intern student

Cwer the years the Junior members of the FOGESL have
shown a steady growth. Therefore the FOG Kids pro-
gramme was loaunched two years ago to cater 1o the
junior membership of the FOGSL This prograrnme offers
youngsters a wonderful opportunity o leam about birds
and thelr conservation with lots of fun-filed octivities.
Leaming with cutdoor activities in different field locations
provides hands-on experience In the field,

Together for birds and people...

Towards achieving its objective of bringing together
persons interested in birds and generate interest in the
study and conservation of birds, FOGSL has instituted
number of activities, 5ome of the key activities are as fol-
s,

A number of programmmes are organized for the
mambers, thus creating on awareneass of our feathered
fiends. The Sinhala lecture series conducted by FOGSL
spreads the message of consarvation of birds to a larg-

2008

Plate 3: Members gatheraed at a monthly meating

&r cross section of the student population In Sd Lanka, On
the lost Saturday of the every month general meetings
are orgonized for members, with specicl talks, slide
shows, vidao shows of film shows, 1o improve their knowl-
edge of birds and thelr conservation. A lecture series on
omithoclogy takes ploce before each general meeting to
provide members a more advanced and scientific guid-
ance fo the study of birds

Field frips of 071 - D4 doys 1o various locations for bird
walching are planned 1o encourage the membxes 1o
dentify and study birds, in-situ. Three major field work-
shops of 03 - 05 days are organized annually. The Wader
Study Workshop at Bundala, the Workshop on Field Study
Techniques including Bird Ringing ot Buttala and the

Plate 4: Watching birds at Elnhumju during the
membears’ field trip
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Workshop on Mixed Species Flock Studies in Sinharajo
World Hentage 3ite are conducted with the alm of
improving scientific and proctical knowledge on the dif
ferent aspects of binds.

The "Bird Watchers’ Conference” is organized occa-
sionglly 1o share experences and records of members
omong themseives. The Ormithological Research
serminar (ORS) Is organized annually to share the results of
research, conducted by FOGSL researchers, omong
membears, These events are especiolly meant to improve
the information availgble on birds, since many species
are inogequately studied.

The annual exhiblion on bird conservation s organ-
zed in memory of FOGSLs first president, the laote M
=.PB, Komunarathne, A vast amount of up-to-date details
on threatened birds, their hobitats, notural history of Dinds,
conservation lssues regarding birds, ond birds of Si
Lanka, together with aspects of ecotourism, are dissemi-
nated through this exhibition. In conjunction with the exni
bitien o photographic competition named Together for
Birds and People’ is also held annually to encourage
aomateur phologrophers 1o enjoy the pleasures of pho-
tography without disturbing birdiife and its habitat. This
again helps fo enhance the awareness among mem-
bers and the general public

Keeping abreast with Infermational events, FOGSL
members paricipate In the Intemnational Dawn Chorus
Day, World Bird Watch and World Bird.

FOGSL also conducts many progroms to create
awarenass among future naturalists ond conservalionists
jespecially school children) under the theme

I ' |
Plate 5: Preparing to plant a free. School's

Analog Forestry Programme in Southem Province
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Plate &: FOGSL's Environmeni Education Programme;
probably the longest running such
programme In S Lanka

'‘Conservation Through Birds' af the Mahopola Education
and Trade Exhibition orgonized by the Mohopolo
Graduote’ Foundation and heaid in schools islond wide, in
an attempt to reach a broader target group. Furfher
FOGSL has lounched a programme fitlied "2000 school
clubs by 2000 to establish o network of 2000 school bird
organizations by the year 2000, This prograrmme gave
birth fo many consernvation conscious young. naturalists
all over the island

FOGSL glso conducts on environmental education
programme 1o disserminate knowledge on environment
sclence among school children. FOGSL has been con-
finuing this program In ten schools for the post 15 years
This was recently extended up to thity-five schools with
the sponsorship of Loadstar (Pvl) Ud. FOGSL has also
astablished and maointains Medicinal Gardens [(Osu
Uyan) attached 1o these schools, again with the financial
support from Loadstar {Pvt) Lid.

The "walk for Wetlands' program was launched in col
laboration with The Overseas School of Colombo to raise
funds for the consenation of wellonds. This led to the
consernvation of the Talangama Tank, which is one of the
best wetlands remaining in the Colombo Metropaolitan
areq. The program resulted in a series of publications
and many activities to creote awarenass on wetland
conseration, which eventually lead to bird conserva-
fian

In 2005 FOGSL intioted o School Andlog Forest
Establishment Program with five schools adjocent fo

Vol. 1(1): 7-18§



lowland rainforests in Galle and Matara disticts with the
cbjective of establishing forest patches near school
pramises ond to improve the free cover in the school
garden, while creating nature awareness among the
children as well as their parents. The programme’s suc-
cess led it fo recelving more funds for its confinuation
this year as well,

FOGSL also conducts an annual workshop at the
Sinharaja World Hertage Site for the students of different
areas of study In the University of Moratuwa In collabora-
tion with World University Service Moratuwa [WUSM) which
provides naoture educatfion fo these students .The pro-
gromme has been offered over the past 19 years and
has generated a great deal of enthusiasm among the
students of University of Moratuwa,

Over the past two decodes FOGSL has also made g
tremendous effort to create awareness about birds
among the general public through publication of books,
The fist publication of FOGSL A Systematic
Momenclature for the Birds of Sii Lanka', authored by
D.G.A. Perera and 5.W. Kotagama was launched in 1983,
This was published in association with Thisara Publishers
and was written In both English and Sinhala longuoges.
Through this publication, FOGSL infroduced a scientific
systern for the nomencloture of birds for the first fime In
S Lanka.

After G.M. Henry published his field guide to Birds of
5 Lanka In 1955, no complete publication on birds was
infroduced. This has created a big vacuum for a updat-
ad field guide, even though Henry's book was reprinted
in 1971. Realizing the demand by bird watchers for an
up to date and offordable field guide to birds of Si
Lanka, FOGSL published ifs first Field Guide in the English
language in 1994, It was authored by Prof. SW.
kKotagama, and D, Prithivirgj Femando.

Recognizing the need for publications In the vemac-
ular, FOGSL published o number of books on the subject
of omithology In Sinhala, “Si Lonkawe  Kurullon
Handunaganimu® (Let’s identify Birds of Si Lanka) and
“Kurulu Lowata Pivisuma® [Entry to the World of Birds) gen-
eroted an Interest omong laymen and assisted in
encouraging sinhola readers to birding. However,
Realizing the need for a Sinhala field guide to meet
FOGSUs objective In popularzing bird watching in Sr
Lanka, a compiete Sinhala languoage Field Guide was
produced in 1998. It was the first ever field guide pub-
lished in Sinhala longuage. There was o huge demand
for the book proving fhe success of the methodologies
pracficed by FOGSL in popularizing bird watching, Prof,
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Plate 7: First ever publication of a complete
field guide o the birds In Sinhala language

Kotagama and Athula Wijayasinghe authored this book,
while llustrations were done by renowned ortist-scienfist
D, Prithivirg) Fermando. This was the first ever publication
of a complete field gulde to birds in Sinhala ond proba-
bly recorded the highest circulation In the field of natural
history in S Lanka where 15,000 copies were sold or dis-
ributed to every comer of the island. “Silioka Kurulio® is o
tribute to all Sinhala speaking bird lovers, giving them an
opportunity to enter and enjoy the enchanting world of
birds. In order to enhance understanding cmong school
children, FOGSL distibuted free coples of "Sidlaka Kunullo'
o liorares in schools of eight provinces including the
Eastemn province.

Recently FOGSL also initicted o pocket guide
sefies o provide low cost ond easy-fo-use material on
common birds, waders and mammals. In addition, a
number of checklists on impodant birding sites were
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